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Postdoctoral Affairs /
International Student & Scholar Services

October 3, 2025



International Travel Webinar

Please join ISSS for a Webinar examining the state of International Travel

Presenter: Carolina Regales | Sr Associate Klasko Immigration Law Partners, LLP
Date: Friday, October 10, 2025
Time: 2pm - 3pm

Registration Link:
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemple.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Freqister%?2

FWN dNWKIwleRlab7gMDhdc5MQ&data=05%7C02%7Csharon.loughran%40temple.edu%7C24059efd3e0f468a
3d6a08de027bad7b%7C716e81efb52244738e3110bd02ccf6e5%7C0%7C0%7C638950927229898971%7CUnkno
wn%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eUlhcGkiOnRydWUsIIYiOilwLJAuMDAWMCIsIIAIOiIJXaW4zMilslkFOIljoiTWFpbC
IslldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zNNRTOeNImGPulhis8e3|N6chPWI3QVUepQ3Wkqgidyw%3D&r

eserved=0



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemple.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_dNWKlw1eRlab7qMDhdc5MQ&data=05%7C02%7Csharon.loughran%40temple.edu%7C24059efd3e0f468a3d6a08de027ba47b%7C716e81efb52244738e3110bd02ccf6e5%7C0%7C0%7C638950927229898971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zNNRTOeNlmGPuIhis8e3jN6chPWl3QVUepQ3Wkgi4yw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemple.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_dNWKlw1eRlab7qMDhdc5MQ&data=05%7C02%7Csharon.loughran%40temple.edu%7C24059efd3e0f468a3d6a08de027ba47b%7C716e81efb52244738e3110bd02ccf6e5%7C0%7C0%7C638950927229898971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zNNRTOeNlmGPuIhis8e3jN6chPWl3QVUepQ3Wkgi4yw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemple.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_dNWKlw1eRlab7qMDhdc5MQ&data=05%7C02%7Csharon.loughran%40temple.edu%7C24059efd3e0f468a3d6a08de027ba47b%7C716e81efb52244738e3110bd02ccf6e5%7C0%7C0%7C638950927229898971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zNNRTOeNlmGPuIhis8e3jN6chPWl3QVUepQ3Wkgi4yw%3D&reserved=0
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New Form to Bring in a PD / PFRA

https://global.temple.edu/isss/hosting-departments/information-
departments/form-and-letter-templates-hiring-department

Links to ISSS Forms

Controlled Technology Form
ISSS Job Description for Post Doc and Faculty Positions
Actual Wage Form

Bringing International Researchers to Temple University (BIRTU Form)

H EHEEARER

Bringing a Postdoctoral Fellow / Postdoctoral Fellow Research Associate to Temple

The required form can be found here



Forms/Letters For Hiring Departments

https://global.temple.edu/isss/hosting-departments/information-
departments/form-and-letter-templates-hiring-department

Sample Letters for Departments

Sample Specialty Occupation Letter
Sample Travel Letter
Sample Letter for Expediting a Visa Interview

Social Security Letter for F-1 and J-1 Students

H EEdEHER

Incidental Patient Contact Letter

Links You May Find Useful

Items Needed For Petitions

Specialty Occupation

H EE

Request for Further Evidence / Specialty Occupation



Form G-1650

USCIS has a new way to pay fees using electronic debit from a U.S. bank
account. Effective immediately, individuals can make transactions directly
to USCIS by completing and signing Form G-1650, Authorization for ACH
Transactions. This new ACH debit payment option is in addition to the
existing option of paying by credit card using Form G-1450, giving
Individuals multiple options to pay required fees. USCIS will continue to
accept paper check and money order payments in addition to credit and
debit payments until Oct. 28, 2025. After Oct. 28, USCIS will accept only
ACH debit transactions using Form G-1650 or credit card payments using
Form G-1450.






OPA Appointment

All Office of Postdoctoral Affai

Letters and Forms

rs (OPA) appointment letters and

forms are available via TUportal. Log into.IUportal and navigate

to either “Staff Tools” or “Facu

lty Tools,” as applicable. Then,

scroll to the bottom of the page to the University Forms channel

located in the center column.
enter “Postdoc” into the searc

To locate the OPA documents,

N field. This will bringup all relevant

OPA forms, letters, and procedural documents.
Ensure to retrieve appointment letters / forms for all

submissions.



PROCESSING TIMES FOR OPA

= lInsidetheUS Outside the US

Domestic Postdoctoral Fellow 1 month
*J-1 Postdoctoral Fellow 1 month 2 months

*H-1B Postdoctoral Fellow 2-3 months  3-4 months

Research Associlate

The Processing Start Date begins once the required paperwork has been submitted to OPA and
the DestinyOne application is complete apart from the OPA approved appointment letter.

Controlled Technology Reviews are currently taking about two weeks to complete so please email
the completed the Controlled Technology Form to ISSS as soon as it is ready for submission.

There are NO EXCEPTIONS to the processing times.



OPA Processing Times

Normal processing time for OPA’s review of paperwork is 5-7 business days from the day OPA
receives the complete package electronically. There are NO EXCEPTIONS to the processing times.

Outside the US Inside the US
Visiting Research Scholar 2 months 1 month
Visiting Research Scholar in Residence 2 months 1 month

The two-month period begins once you have a complete application in D1 and are ready to submit to ISSS & OPA

Visiting Graduate Student Scholar | = ——eeeeeeeee 1 month

The appointment package must be complete before submitting to OPA.

J1 Graduate Student Intern 2 months I




HIRING PROCESS REVIEW FOR POSTDOCTOAL
APPOINTMENTS

* Please be advised that all new incoming Postdoctoral
appointments and reappointments continue to be subject to the
current hiring freeze.

O That said, fully grant-funded Postdoc appointments are now exempt and
do not require hiring exception approval.

* For any Postdoc appointments that do require an exception,
please ensure the approved exception is included when
submitting appointment materials to the Office of Postdoctoral
Affairs. This will help us avoid delays and keep the process moving
smoothly.

 Thank you for your attention to this update and for your continued
partnership in supporting our Postdocs.



Click here for the AILA Alert on the
Government Shutdown


https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NAFSA/922d11ea-2414-46f5-a886-6c1025cb9c6c_file.pdf?X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEIT%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQDFLD9W6Yy%2BisDCqAmMcNqbQ9QHakP0y%2Bwc5tRKRQNRVAIhAO4wXQ4HJzzlM0H1vYU1tX7g4M3K%2Fz9XHZt%2BqhkgHuX6KrAFCB0QABoMMzgwMzM3MzQwNzA2Igx3gPHaWP%2Fz4KYU%2BAIqjQWr42rii2GjM3lTcByxamsCuBbe9t%2FtN6JoEOxW6fet%2BJYxPFz4CIVwV5ldJWsMWg2NPDeigsGQmZJG8Q11%2FxL0A4m3dm5fERce8ULzh9OW%2BkwmR%2FtWk0ktdzRL5Gt17kmmL6nswcLLFhnjaKFLcrWfbrBE9JB616%2FD8w8NmkjuPE5JJ8WjZu0WGwaVNwNL%2BH9e0t6CjyFX4sGw6GtbUzwwPQFLcZUTLM5F9xVMgiXg8ECgo6%2Bg5XKjYKDsSD75QTW%2BdavL%2BERDWy5nxmyLwoPda1zzm1a5BVh6N%2FRzVLmV%2BMD4oZASTEDAjg1g%2FaDdTzd9hqLh4kN%2FJnhbu3%2BW3tpuGZWShyaROcTpTtFEfgsCRbj%2FpiNpfPM8JQgAF1PZzL2bj1nv1%2BGi3pE7zlT0Dn0UV0nRUzgF38YkPgm9Gupxw3vfnaX5C7bvCAZRNgLRF1y5mMDymrswgMh%2FWTubq1PL1j2MNrMVtOKsivYDpHMuBDbzB8ux5PwR%2B6gu73VlhR7bum297l5Me7hUZC5HEDWzTwmFHepARyxdiNE%2Fg16DRjULvXAj3PeZThg2K65qmh8jI77CqsJFteT5e0T6J3TwgG1vGOR2MBGSBF77rhBQkCVa3fvCgybYN1gL5qV8omxSirAT4DV9nPSHa%2BvaUGagrG0t2HVUaIkF%2FTZ1m4JztScdfeZNYLHXsxBtH%2FadFf7uv%2BBbM4douuTBnT7S5W1g1LwHLfv75Xzd3Qrg4S1C%2FpxCnKwg19TuvasnrhRk4S3HGHlWm6il54wHOrbpMA5AAG2xDnllcs1sTM%2F9AGkbdOHk8IZfFqRifovbw6QuswlIRcH%2Brmf4CtJaPZ%2BUFCS0rpYNv9mV4Ql6wW37YDCMgvbGBjqwAXuqwVy4c9xAet0isiyv2meq3he5NXr8C4R8O%2B3OfwCZcLw0HrrFeIKLM2tSmxGoR7mLDoLSFOtO935%2FcuVsvLUa%2FgiFs%2FTCUqgoKIOwGhCj%2Bi%2Bj2sIYvx%2BOLnysSB%2FEKHHl5SEdRrVJFWvaT9VCxSre8iyz9Jc8q5GPPu6ooV3%2BLWwBzlJskOZYe7aIG8JFOx6kX9db8%2Bdhmvef1gQVRrmBbqyw0lMT%2BlNMfkhWS6DL&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAVRDO7IERDN7CONXK%2F20251001%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20251001T201127Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=166a38bff5c91205a0c5ea8eba367bafd4f484387aba31b45e6d64d6581a8a5c

Hiring / Appointing Foreign Nationals

If a Temple Department wishes to appoint/hire a foreign national, the Department will need to decide whether to
sponsor the applicant for either J-1 Exchange Visitor status or H-1B Specialty Occupation Worker. There may be
alternative options if the applicant is a national of Mexico, Canada or Australia.

If you wish to sponsor the applicant for J-1 Exchange Visitor status and they hold another non-immigrant status, your
department will need to submit a complete J-1 Exchange Visitor application. Note that the applicant will need to apply
for a change of status through USCIS. Either the applicant or the Department may pay the Premium Processing fee
(currently $1,965). The applicant could not begin working until the applicant receives an [-539 Approval Notice
indicating a change of status to J-1.

If you wish to sponsor the applicant for H-1B Specialty Occupation status and they hold another non-immigrant status,
be aware of the following:

e The Department of Labor’s FLAG system is down due to the Government Shutdown. Therefore, no LCAs can be
submitted. We cannot file an H-1B Petition without an LCA.

* Once we can file an LCA, the next question is whether we would need to pay the $100,000 fee when submitting the
petition for someone in the US or only if the H-1B is outside the US or only if the H-1B subsequently travels
internationally.



F-1 Social Security Letters

e Students bring these
documents to SSN office,
including a letter signed by
them, their supervisor, and
ISSS

e Signatures must be physical,
NOT digital

e Students canretrieve the
letter here ->

global.temple.edu/isss/hosting-departments/information-departments/form-and-letter-templates-hiring-department



Reminders about J-1 Scholar
Completion of Program

* Tell ISSS as soon as you hear about a J-1 scholar who is ending their
program early

* |ISSS must be notified of the J-1 Exchange Visitor’s last official day at
Temple

e |ISSS will need to know if they are returning home or transferring to a new
orogram

e |[tis critical that SEVIS has accurate information so that the Exchange
Visitor is not denied future immigration benefits.



Administrative Processing

« “Administrative processing” is generally associated with the
Dept of State making a determination that a clearance Is
required before a visa can be issued, and the behind-the-
scenes processing that DOS conducts to request and obtain
that clearance.

e Can take up to 9 months

e If this happens to anyone your have invited/hired/appointed,
please let ISSS know ASAP so we can develop a backup plan
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